Splendid Suns

by Khaled Hosseini
Eonsbury)

The titie of this latest novel from
the author of the intemational
bestseiler The Kite Runner cre-
ates lusionary warmth, It begins
with simple language and a struc-
ture easy to foilow, easily drawing
you i, but then you recodl with
horror as-the nasty details begins
o emerge, leaving a metallic
taste in the mouth — aspecially if
you are a woman,

Hosseint allows his readers a
glimpse of the painful and devas-
tating effects of war — hunger,
anarchy and oppression — on the
fives of the ardinary people of
Afghanistan during Russia's inva-
slon, the Taliban's brief rule and
Amesica’s retribution after /11,

The main protagondst, Marlam,
never had a chance nor any level
playving field: she had the misfor-
tune of being bom a harami {lie-
Eitimate child) in a patriarchal
society already heavily ladened
with the strict lslamic code for Fyv-
ing, whare women wall through
iife as a shadow,

Disowned by her family and
rajectad by sociely, Maram lives
with her mother Nana in a emall
hoved in the wilds of Herat kindly
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Hosseini's
masterful
narrative is
merciless, the
scenery hard to
stomach and
the atmosphera
steeped in
blood and dust
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proviced by Mariam's father, who
comes to visit her weekly without
fall until her 15th birthday, when
he suddenly fails to tum up.
Corwvinced that something unts-
wartd must have happened,
Mariam goes out to look for irm
against tha entreaties of her
mathar,

So befins a series of ragedias
that mark the stages of Mariam's
e as she and other women i
her life struggle to sirvive aganst
the starvation, brutality and foar
pravalent in thelr llves in 19805
Afghanistan — a misogynistic emmi-
ronment that still echoes oday.

Hosseinis masterful namative is
mierciiess, the scenery hard to
stomach and the atmosphers
steeped in blood and dust in his
attempt to bring to the fore how a8
society can be ripped apart by
paltical, refigious and power
struggies for hegemony — & case
of the grass bearing the brunt of
elephants’ fighting.

‘Whare is the hope?” you might
ask after such a description. But
85 you grit your teeth through
Mariam's struggies, there is a
hopa for & better tormorrow that
shines through as bright as the
suns of the book's title — making
thiz ona a winres,

Yol cert@inky vow to complain
less in the face of Iife's daunting
onstachas.

Review by Ifedinma Dimbo




