Experiments
With Truth

By Mohandas K Gandhi
(Pengun;

IT 15 SAID thiat latawers never waste a
word, and this is undoubtedly true of
the man who Decame Known a3
‘Mahatma” the wond over,

In this autoblography of just owar 450
pages, Gandhl es=is & standard for
spare and low-key wiiting that quite

possibly hasn't been equalled sinca the
book first came out in 1848, But this

literary style ks not without its reasons:
as the title indicates, this ks the story of
Gandhl's experirments with truth, snd
therefare sentirentality and blas ars
methodically stripped away from s

PEESS,
The quest for truth, the reader gquikcldy

raallses, was at the centre of Gandhi's
i = satyagrata (non-volent resist-
anoe} and liberating riliors from colo-
nkal dermnination were no mone than the
pleasant by-products of this ssarch.

Deaply rallgious yet unrslantingly logl-
cal, The Story of My Experiments With
Truth chroniokes Gandhl's i from
ahildhood throwgh to the early 19208,
about & quarter of 8 century before
Gandhl's desth,

This 13 perhaps the most interesting
aspect of the book: it was wiithen long
bafore the author became & gopal
suparstar, In Tact, he begsn writing it n

Gandhi sets a
standard for

- spare and low-
key writing that

auiite possilly

lasn't been

equallad sine:

=

faisd

jgil in order to male his weekly contri-
bution to the magszine Mawiivan.

Seen in this context, the author's
urnveneTing faith is even mone impres-
Sive. i, F?tl'; rrilght ask voursalf, did
he

And the wonderful thing about this
book is that it will tell you a tale all the
rmote interasting considering its main
character started out as a high-caste
Indian-British subject wha, in his cwn
vwords, claims to have handly “lnown
anybody to cherish such loyalty as | did
to the British Constitution™ and wha
winds up a5 a loincloth-sporting ascetic
hell-gent on indapandence.

Howevar, the vy to Mahatrs-tom
is not as straightforaand 85 one might
think, and in keeping with the tite,
Gandhl freguently dwells less on politi-
oal events = which wera well-known to
his sudience — and more on the back-
groung Information, ofien detailing his
hands-on experdmeants In the fields of
nutrition and medicing (one of his ife-
long inkerests) as well 8s thorough
analysas of his domests and business
ara enke,

Clalrs thet the reader needs a good
grounding in Indian and South Afraan
politics In ordar to follow the text are
urfounded, & concles desoription of -
eaah partkelpant |5 fatthfully provided
tive morment they are Introduced to tha
reader, and although the mformation & -
in an incredibly condensad

© format, the short ehapters make It essy

o oligest in whizhever Incremients you
prefer,

Since the content s somea of the
mast cornpeliing In the: world,
Experimants With Truth & all-araund

highly recommended resdng.
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