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Mature and nurture are two factors
that feature prominently in the for-
mation of human behaviour in its
entire ramification. But can their
influgnce on our world-view be
shed?

The matrarch of the Monteith
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Set in 2005 in Northern Ireland,
Finding Lauren centres on a guest
by Cordelia Harcourt to locate the
titular child, supposedly born to her
uncle William when she was growing
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pool of betrayal, blackmail, secrecy
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indelible trauma suffered by Regina
when she herself was a child.

As the book progresses, it
hecomes clearer why Regina's pores

the damage
radiate so much hatred: she fell in
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join the war, and Regina's father dis- -
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her away to Belfast for an abottion,

after which Regina was made o
carry the child back in a suitcase to
bury him in the dead of night.
Mearwhile, Charles died in action.
And so at 14, the music of Regina's
life was muted, She becomes hard,
narrow minded, prejudiced and terri-
fied of letting go of the beliefs she
was indoctrinated with.

Living in Ireland for some time
now, | have come across such collo-
guial terms as ‘Irish guilt,’ a concept
that may be confusing for outsiders.
But Finding Lauren will aid your
understanding. The book also pro-
vides a glimpse into the effect of
extreme religious bigotry on everyday
redlities in Ireland’s troubled, divided
social history, when the fragile
facade of oneness is disavowed.

Beneath the surface, Finding
Lauren lays bare the damage
caused by holding onto past hurts.
Lauren, when found, says: “| could
bury mysell in the hurt but 1 don't;
let it go and live.” | believe this is a
lesson for all us who thrive in con-
flict.

Structurally, the story is told in
flashbacks to the late '60s. The lan-
guage is descriptive and flows easily,
robustly laced with typical Irish
speak. The wordings are skilfully
applied for maximum clarity of
imagery, and McCall's characters
come alive as you read.

And even with the oppressive
atmosphere of angar and hatred,
and when the mystery of Regina's
misery is no longer a surprise,
Finding Lauren is engaging and a
delight to read.
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