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New Volces
at the
Crossroads
By Josephine O'Brien
(Choice Publishing)

FASCIMATED BY the rich mix-
ture of cultures and the
diversity now visible in
today’s Insh society,
Josephing O'Brien - a lan-
guage tutor experienced in
teaching English to many a
newcomer — stated collect-
ing the stories and thoughts
of the new lhish.

Based on interviews
recorded over the dying years
of the Celtic Tiger, the range
of people gven a voice in
this publication, from
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, is
truly astonishing. The collest-
ed repors seem o represent
true and authentic sccounts
based on the different back-
dréunds and expenence
arnong the variety of people
intervicvied,

There are students,
refugees, doctars, workers,
ertreprensurs, newly armved
migrants and cthers living in
irstand for more than a
decade — presenting a kalei-
doscopic image of lrish soci-
ely, Some are positive, other
are vary critical of Insh socie-
ty, butin all cases (YBrien's
achievement lies in the fact

NEW VOICES AT
THE CROSSROADS

that inlerviewees haven't
Field back their opinions.

Hewever, this diversity is
also one of the main down-
gides of this collestion,
Whereas it is certainly inter-
esting to seo a representa-
tion of such a uanet'_.,-' of
riations gathered in Ireland,
the randomness of people
given a voice is often confus-
ing.

Huge discrepancies in
guality betwesn the individ-
Lal reports point 1o poor
editing, and makes one
guestion if the project might
nict have benefited from a
stronger underlying structure.

IT's a pity that
some excellent
ideas get lost
amang teo many
insignificant anec- |
dotes. i

For the reader,
New Volces &t the
Crossroads is at
times challenging,
interesting, boring
and predictable. |
COMEeSs achoss as .4
missed cpportunity
as the wealth of
experience behind
these interviews
does not seem 1o
be digested prop-
erly.

Q'Brien merely
presents & collec-
tion of stofes with-
out army structiine,
thus making this
hook an exercise in
ethno-sociologdical
recording, certainly.
but one missing out on the
wealth of experience and
creativity offered by the Intar-
Viewsas,

It appears a Heroulean
project which was too big far
the editor, or indesd for just
one book. '
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