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”mmmpmrmmemww
those who suffer wiite the songs,” as
Frank Here, Bublin®s other great col-
lector of Eongs, vnoe put it. This akso
perfectly summarnses John MeDonnel’s
book on Songs of Stugele and Protest,
ﬂng:mmgmmhﬁﬂmnmmml-

MeDonnell covers milestones of Insh
hmmwﬁmmﬂmm
starting in the 1300s and finishing
Mnhm@%mﬁﬂw
Bul this history is not being teld in a
traditional academic wey: rather, it s
seen through the eyes of e ordinery
man and the way he reflects oh events
in Song.

The author, who has been collocting
sonds since the 1980s, prafacos sach
chapier of this wide-ranging collection
with a hiiaf soclo-politicel oveniow pov-
eiing relevant infemational events and
especiaslly thair repercussions on Insh
society, AsG included are innes,
music scores and hics. This is 3 ot
more than just 3 songhoolk; it demysti-
Ty wraditional history while letling the
achual confemporanies of & certain per-
ol soeak,

The =ong= In this book reflact the
experiences of pecple during the Great
Hungey, the French Revolution, the
beadinming of trade unionism, ﬂl‘:’li‘hh

This is a lot
more than
just a
songbook; it
demystifies
traditional
history

Civil Wai, the Spanish Civil War a5 wall
a5 a more international perspeciive

with such- struggiaﬁ H&s&ﬂ‘eganm and

aparthaid. Eatra E ghen fo trade

Lininr ploneens James Conrolly and Jim
Larkim, oo,

Inchiced are such well-khown songs
a8 'Bhibbereen’, “The Rocks of Bawn',
Joe HIlN and the sangs of Robert
Bums, but maw intaresting are the
lassar-known ones that neverthelzss
Teflact & very precise pictuie of the
social situation of the time. The intro-
ductary hotes clearly cament sach
SONE in & certain era while pointing out
ey evenls.

‘Unfortunataly, 5 perspective that
wolid plci up on the changes lish
sotisty has undersone In more recent
y&am,,am:lm differaint ME& [if
refation to immigration or one of the
mary songs eritivally commenting o
Celtic Tiger Ireland, is somewhat [ack-
i

Hawsaver, wilh ks 45 songs chosen to
reflect 10 differart chapters n lnsh
and, 10 2 |855er axtent, intemationsl
history, a huge song tenitedy is char-

MoDenrell's book corfalnl achisves
it appaal through fis ﬁmftﬁ:du foopm
and s open character, provaking the
impulse Wﬁmm.;gm rather than
prowiding the reader with & finite anaty-
sis, It is & starting point not just for
lesming mote aboud a certain parirad of
fiistyry, but also for undarstanding fs-

's Impact on everyday fife.

of Strugdle and Fratest |8 defi-
mﬂat.mn i:nt&resling rean, alther s an
altamative comment on irFsh higtory,
feoUsing on the ‘underaly’ of sockty,
of obwicusly fur those interacted In
W and their histon,
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