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That They
May Face the
Rising Sun

by John McGahern
{Faber and Faher)

The modern age of globalisation,
high-speed living and sell-absorb-
tion is set aside in John
WMeGahern's new novel, which per-
mits us to see clearly the world
that is almost forgotten in the pur-
suit of the new — an enclosed world
where life s simple and sedate,
and politics, religion and socio-cul-
tural life intertwine.

It's a world where people pause
to glory in nature and each step
taken from day to day. [t's about
the gossip and conjecture relished,
and malice shrugged off with good
rancour like water off a duck’s
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their lives and those of their neigh-
hours unfold through their actions,
life rituals, religious obsenances
and play. The Butfledges™ closest
neighbours, Jamesie and wife Mary,
have never left the lake but know
everything that swirls there: they
embody the spifit of the place.

Meanwhile, John Quinn is thrown
into the mix of memorable charac-
ters o represent the sellish and
the self-absorbed of the world: he
will stop at nothing to indulge his
weakness.

And through Johnny, Jamesie's
brother, it is subtly obsenved that
Irish emigration was out of necessi-
ty, and as such any sort of discrimi-
nation in their adopted country is
seen as unjust. Immigrants inte the
community, however, are shunned:
they are different, and only tolerat-
ed with amusement after & long
stay, but the idea of their foreign-
ness is never far.

The narrative flows like a stream,
rising and ebhing with nuggets of
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Hedinma Dimbo, origihally
from Nigera, 12 the auihos
of & soon-to-be-published
women's novel She Has
Foalish? More detalls
ahout the author her
work and the st Wiiters'
Exchange cah be found
aniine af v ssmerene-
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back. It's a world that is fast disap- Irish history buried throughout the

pearing, but still sought after by el ke us 1o plot. This book will remind you of
S0ME. .. : i — your awn village; you will surely
WMcGaherm, the acclaimed Irish 35—{3 fﬂf@ﬁ} identify the characters amongst

guthor whose hook Amongst
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Londan in search of a different life e pulsiic where.
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As the book progresses, we see
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