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Book Review
Town of Fiction

By The Atlantis Collective
(Self.pubished)

SOMEONE (and since no one else
is doing it, | suppose it will have to
be me} should make it known 1o
the raft of aspiring artistes out
there that nostalgia alone cannot
camy a story, however short it is.

This was my higgest problam
with Town of Fiction, a collection of
13 short stories from the Galway-
based Atlantis Collective. The tales
are united under a theme of dark-
ness, but instead of sewing this
dark threat into the fabric of their
stories in an evocative manner,
these pieces give the impression of
a group of writers who are just
playing at being bad.

For example, we are promised
on the back cover that “a woman
meticulously plans a murder”. But
inside it tums cut that she employs
ahout the same level of thorough-
ness that | use to plot my grocety
list, Stabbing versus strangling?
Corn flakes versus muesli? Yawn.
Who cares?

Indeed, the collection's single
saving grace is Alan Caden's con-
tribution Bust, an account of a
drugged-up yet intelligent home-
less person which shows some wit-
ticism and insight, and carries the
narrative voice well.
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Caden’s other contribution fn His
Shoes (in which an Arab playboy
tums suicide bomber to save his
family from an offended gangster)
is similarly strong in namative, and
might have made a decent longer
story, but in this form comes -
across as wildly improbable, giving
the impression of someone trying
too hard 1o be multicultural without
having the experience to pull it off.

Dara O Foghlu's two pieces The
Final Flight of But-i-Am (about the

death of an orphan) and Lonely

Hearts Club {on thing to find love
on the intemet) also deserve an
honourable mention, being read-
able but falling down on their end-
ings.

Overall, however, the majority of
contributions lack true depth of
character and a solid grasp of psy-
chology — oh-so-nacessany when
dealing with the dark side — and
are stylistically wanting (bear in
mind, | am far from a stickler for
styie).

It's alsp guestionable if a 92-
page book in large type is worth
€15, In this case | think that’s
about £14 too much.
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