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Yours Confidentially:
Letters of a would-be MP

By Garbhan Downey
{Guildhal Press)

nen relocating o 2 new country | feel
Wthat | hawe a duty to inform myself of the

culture and history of my rew homelznd.
With this thought i mind, I've made serious
attempts to make heads or tafls of tis gresn isle,
Hawing read a few books on Irish Bistory and pol-
ttics: | think | have a fairly gocd general idea of
the issues that have been cn the table, But when
this slirn volume fell into my hands | must 2drmit |
wias ook 160 ercited by the fact that it purported
to deal with the: travails of an aspiring MP for
North Derry. mamly due to me not having oo
much of an interest in political ficion, bt alse
because | was afaid that | wouid not be able to
fully understanc it and thus be unable to enjoy it.
Mevertheless, Downey did give me a run for my
prejudicons.

Derenery elis his fale through a series of corre-
speadences between a small group of pecole
whio, to different degrees, are imoved i the con-
struction of a by-pass of a village. Eritions run
high as some are for and seme against. Shay
Gallagher, the main charadler of the book, s a
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decent handsome, former bac-boy, who finds
hirnselt in & first proper grown-up relationshig in
tzndem with running for a seat in the House of
tommass. Things are really changing for Rim,
and ha hopes it is for the better, Neves lheless, he
is cheeply mired in the arguments around the -
pass, and although he is fo be understood as an
nonest politician (such a rase creaturs) # soon
becomes apparent that he inight be rapidly sum-
bling cleser to the roften altar of poitics upon
which he laoks 10 be sacrificed.

The beok is [ttered with references ta the Irish
political syslens, from the Morth fo the Republic,
ard although | had o dip back into the history
books to remind reyseff of the meanings of cer-
fain words, this book is definitely ol beyond the
grasp of the foreign reader

This is & fast-paced and fun ramp through the
dark and dicty world of politics which can be
transplanted to most so-called democratic set-
fings. However, be warned: things are not ahways
tha way they seem. and in the wirds of the
heok's retired Nerth Derry paramilitary boss:
“There & abvays someone smarter than you in
the game."
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